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E-mail address: alin.tig7@gmail.com 

Article code 637-254 

 
 

Abstract:  This article aims at offering a radiography of unexpected events in 

Romanian history through the eyes of a writer, Valeriu Anania (1921-2011). His volume of 

Memories is very unusual. Valeriu Anania ‘s dream was to excel in writing poetry and 

theatre. He followed the religious path of becoming a monk. Later Anania became 

Archbishop and Metropolitan of Cluj-Napoca. His spiritual vocation was very ardent. His 

book, “Memorii”, is a testimony of a man who chooses to be faithful to his conscience. He 

chose to tell the truth about his tribulations in prisons as well as about all his choices, bad 

and good. Anania willed special provisions about the publication of his manuscript only 

after his death. This way he was not tempted to embellish the truth about him. In his high-

school years, Anania fancied the extremist "green shirts" youth 

"brotherhood”organizations because he liked their system of recruiting (faith in God, 

initiation, unavailability, and promised heroism). Anania never became legionary in any 

form of adherence. His rejection of the extremist group started in his youth. Even then, in 

his youth, because of his faith in God and of his deep desire to follow the path of devotion 

to God, he realized that he made a mistake trusting impetuousness. As a former prisonier, 

Anania was to suffer a stigma all his life. He had not been a follower of what was to become 

the extreme right. In the light of his wise age while writing the memories, this episode 

becomes an anatomy of a disenchantment but also a way to understand the tensions of a 

turbulent epoch. Instead of a pact with the reader, Valeriu Anania commits to telling the 

whole truth. As a genuine connector of people, more the cenobite type of monk, 

Bartolomeu Anania found his vocation in organizing the cultural life and education of 

Orthodox monasteries in Romania and U.S.A.  
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Etnogeneză și țuică (Ethnogenesis and Tzuika)  
By Vintilă Mihăilescu 

Polirom Publishing House, Iași, 2018 

 

 

JOURNALISTIC ANTHROPOPROSES 
 

 
 

Abstract: The first part of the book, Etnogeneză și țuică (Ethnogenesis and Tzuika) by 

Vintilă Mihăilescu is the journalistic diary of an undercover sociologist. The meditations 
and demonstrations regarding the state and authority, the proximity of the 
authorities and the construction of nations, paternalism and the juvenilization of the 
population introduce the reader to a cultural dance from which little is left out. With 
humor and irony front and center, Vintilă Mihăilescu treats the reader with narrative 
ingeniousness, resorting to the eternal sensibilities of Romanians. Some known, some 
less known, but all bearing correspondences in concepts and expressions that, sadly, 
do not pass the sociologists. The gain of philologists would be that much more 
significant. For example, why does our public discourse slip with predilection from 
history to myth? the anthropologist wonders.  
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          Primăvara de la Praga. Ghid politic, cultural și turistic (The Prague Spring. 
Political, Cultural and Tourist Guide),  

by  Paul Magheru  
Editura Neverland, București, 2020 

 

THE HERMENEUTICS OF PRAGUE.  
THE PRAGUE SPRING  AS A CULTURAL BRIDGE 

 

Abstract: As a graduate of the faculty of Slavic Languages, Paul Magheru 
came into direct contact with the events surrounding the Prague Spring. Now that the 
history had its course, he can understand better the mysterious network of events that 
preceded it. The book is a cultural and personal voyage, a subjective history written as a 
homage to the exploration of friendship in our age and in the past.  

Key words:
  

 
Professor Magheru's book, 

appeared at the Neverland 
Publishing House in Bucharest, is a 
cultural and personal voyage into 
another European space, whose 
main incentive is the political 
phenomenon entitled the Prague 
Spring.  

As a graduate of the faculty 
of Slavic Languages, Paul Magheru 
came into direct contact with the 
events surrounding the Prague 
Spring. Now that the history had its 
course, he can understand better 
the mysterious network of events 
that preceded it.  

The spring in Prague was 
occasioned by the World Festival of 
Youth and Students in Sofia in 1968, 
when, at the proposal of the Faculty 
of Slavic Languages of the 
University of Bucharest, which he 
had just graduated, Magheru was 
recommended as the official 
translator. 

Little was known in the 
central press of the time. Nothing 
was transparent from the 
authorities to the public in the 
countries under the grip of the 
Soviet Union. It was hard to 
distinguish rumours from facts.  

The author of the book 
confesses that he was surprised to 
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Critici români de azi (Present-Day Romanian Critics),  
By Răzvan Voncu 

Cluj-Napoca, Școala Ardeleană Publishing House, 2020 
 

 

THE ELITE OF ROMANIAN LITERARY CRITIQUE 

Abstract: Talented, thought-provoking and without a single nuance escaping him, Razvan 

Voncu, in his book “Critici români de azi” has assumed the work of an archivist, 

documentarian, and competent researcher, all of these encapsulated in the portrait of a 

literary historian who does not lack irony, humor, sarcasm – wherever the situation calls for 

them. In all texts, Răzvan Voncu admires and sanctions with an appetite for critical debate. 

 
Key words:criticism, impact, politics, freedom of speech, canon, contemporary literature 

 
In post-communism, the literary 
criticism of Romania lost its 
audience. On the one hand, the new 
social transformations drew all of 
the attention, while literature found 
itself isolated, as were all arts. And 
when the new freedoms brought 
literature as well to the forefront, its 
role no longer had the authority of 
yesteryear. Readers were no longer 
taught how to read veritable 
oeuvres, ones that were not 
influenced ideologically or 
propagandistically. 

Moreover,now, names with 
the greatest authority, like Nicolae 
Manolescu,prefer to practice the art 
of literary critique free to explore 
other social undertakings. Even 

though there was an explosion of 
studies and research related to 
literary history due to doctoral 
schools, the prestige of the literary 
historian dwindled even harder than 
the prestige of the literary reviewer. 
And so it is that, today, we are living 
in a paradox: the more literary 
history centers we have, the more 
the prestige of the literary historian 
has not added extra fame. 

Among the few literary 
critics and historians specialized in 
veritable Romanian literature, 
Răzvan Voncu has published a 
volume that others would not write. 
Because they have not read the 
critics’ books, many published in 
confidential runs and by smaller 
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REFLECTIONS AND SHADOWS OF THE 

IMAGE. THE QUEST FOR SELF IN MICHEL 
TOURNIER`S  "THE GOLDEN DROPLET" 

 
 

 

 

 
IULIA PANĂ1 

 
                                                  Doctoral Studies  

University of Bucharest  

Centrul de Excelență în Studiul Imaginii (CESI) 

    Email: iuliapana1@yahoo.com 

    Article code 662-279 

 
Abstract: The novel “La Goutte d’or“(“The Golden Droplet”) by Michel 

Tournier deals with the multifarious reality of image and with the fascination it 
stirs in us, as well as with rediscovered concepts about alterity and the decline of 
image centeredness. They are all at stake in the novel, re-interpreted from the 
genuine initiation raised by the quest of the identity “stolen” by a photograph. 
Idriss goes through several stages, that enclose him like the walls of several 
Russian nesting dolls, the goal being to find himself and recompose himself, a 
gradual and turbulent action. All these stages of understanding, acquired 
through unique experiences, guide him through a labyrinth of lenses where the 
reflections and shadows of his image are the blind spots and the peak challenges 
of the quest for self. His blind spots are his human attachments. Photography 
becomes a leitmotif of the journey. 
 
Key words: art, photography, illusion, truth, Michel Tournier, sign, 
image, philosophy, Orient vs. Occident, oasis, shadow, reflection 
 
 

                                                           
1 Iuliana Pană, well known as the poet and prose-writer Iulia Pană, is pursuing a 
doctorate at The University of Bucharest, CESI. 


